Directions for Project:

Iditarod Traveling Quilt 
Thanks for participating in our project!

1. When Quilt arrives:  email djohnson@iditarod.com and the person who sent you the quilt so everyone can track the quilt project and be sure the quilt is not lost in the mail.  Stay in touch with each other!  
2. Enjoy your time with Quilt by sharing the quilt with those in your class, school, and/or community.  Quilt is a piece of art to share showcasing ‘traits and attributes’ of success, information about topics or themes, or locations.
3. You can use the quilt as a teaching tool by completing any of the suggested activities or by simply sharing the quilt and scrapbook with others.

4. OPTIONAL but appreciated!  Complete a page in the scrapbook to tell about your school and/or projects you may have completed when the quilt was with you.  (A minimum of one scrapbook page is appreciated.  You are welcome to do more.   Please add new pages to the scrapbook if necessary. )
5. Send the quilt and the scrapbook to the next person on or before the 20th of the month.  SEND BY PRIORITY MAIL.  PLEASE help us stay as close to the schedule as possible.
6. If media visits the Quilt when it is with you, please include a copy of the news article or other information.  If the article comes out after quilt has left you, send it to the person who has Quilt or to me for inclusion in the scrapbook.  
7. WHEN YOU SEND THE QUILT to the next person on the list so that person

            knows to be watching for the quilt.  (email Diane, too!) This is very

            important!
· Email djohnson@iditarod.com a short ‘report’ summarizing the quilt’s time with you.  Please do this by the end of the month!  This will go on the website.   We have hundreds of followers so don't forget to send your quilt update so the website can be updated often!

Digital pictures of quilt at your school are also appreciated!  If you include 
students in your pictures, make sure you have parent permission should the 
pictures appear in our written publications or on our website.  
THANKS for participating in this project.  We hope you have enjoyed your time with the traveling quilt.  IF this project results in your own quilt project, please send us an email about that so that we can hear about your project!

Ideas for Your Time with the Quilt
Display the quilt in your classroom or school.  Use the quilt as a 'tool' in teaching.  Additional ideas can be found on the educational section of Iditarod's website.  
· Display the quilt for several days, allowing students to observe the quilt and think about the messages on the quilt squares.

    

Suggested Activities:



Discuss and defend why a chosen square on the quilt 




is the most important or has the best message.




Write descriptive paragraphs about a square of the 




quilt for readers to identify which descriptive 




goes with which quilt square.




Design your own square.

· Assign students to be ‘media’ reporters to do one of the following:


         Write a media or news release about the arrival of the quilt  



and background information about the quilt.

               Ask students to partner up.  Choose a specific square.  One 



student plays the role of the media reporter and the 



other person plays the role of the artist.  An interview 



is conducted between the students.  Reverse roles.  

· Write stories or poetry to go with the squares on the quilt.
· Use the squares of the quilt as spin offs for discussions.  Why did the artist/author say or write what they did?  Is there a message in the square or in the quilt?  Which one square has the strongest message?  Is there a message in the whole quilt?
· Create your own quilt squares or as a class, create your own quilt.  Your quilt can be correlated with any subject matter, for example, each student could create a square that teaches about land forms, famous people, favorite books or authors, etc.
· Develop your own lesson and share it with us by sending the idea to:   djohnson@iditarod.com. 
Lesson ideas: No matter when Quilt visits your school, students, staff, parents, community members visiting your school will be amazed by the quilt and enjoy looking at the quilt and discussing each square.
September, October, November:

In addition to sharing the quilt with your students and discussing the quilt squares, visit the Iditarod website and introduce students to the race, the trail, the rules, and the mushers.  An early glimpse of the race will enhance this year’s unit of study.  Let Quilt – lead you to the race!
December:  

Often there is so much going on in December that teachers who first get the quilt in December feel a bit short changed.  However, teachers have also found that the quilt is a great distraction from the usual ‘December distractions’.  Using the quilt square themes for story starters.  Make a holiday quilt for someone in need. 
January - February:

The race is fast approaching!  Use the quilt to get students to gear up for the race.  Design your bulletin board around the quilt or theme of quilts of hang the quilt outside your room to get the entire school thinking about the race!

March:

With the race under way, it might be hard to ‘find time’ to do ‘mush’ with the quilt.  Consider taking a few moments each morning at your ‘morning meeting’ to focus on one quilt square and encourage students to observe that square closely and do a 1 minute ‘write about’ sharing the thoughts the particular quilt square brings to mind.

April – May:

The quilt is a great companion to your culminating Iditarod activities.  Consider having your students create ‘commercials’ about the results of the race and present them to other classrooms at your school or at school programs.  Quilt is a great backdrop for productions!
Host an end of the race ‘Quilting Party’ and invite other classes, parents, or family members to create their own quilt squares.

