
 

 

Quilt #2 in Atlanta, Georgia    January, 2012 

Coming back from the winter holidays, our second grade classes learned we were 

hosting Iditarod Traveling Quilt #2! 

We began reading several books as read-alouds to familiarize the students with 

the Iditarod: Akiak and Togo by Robert J. Blake, The Bravest Dog Ever: The True 

Story of Balto by Natalie Standiford and Donald Cook, and Dogteam by Gary 

Paulsen, to name a few.  Knowing about the Paulsen book was very helpful when we 

divided into teams and used the Iditarod Quilt Scavenger Hunt created by Mrs. 

Roach's 4th Grade Reading Class. The answer to #5, "Who is the famous author on 

the 2006 Iditarod Summer Conference Square," was Gary Paulsen, who wrote many 

wonderful books for kids!  Thank you, Mrs. Roach and your 4th graders--we had a 

ton of fun with your "easier" questions!  

 

 



Our second graders were entranced with the dvd created by the students at 

Willard High School, and were drooling with envy over the experiences of Trent 

Herbst 4th graders shown on the dvd about his class at Community School in Idaho. 

They learned SO much from both dvds! 

At the beginning of our last week with the Quilt, we launched "Idita-Read." Each 

child is committed to reading 1,150 minutes over the next two months, which should 

take us past the finish line of Iditarod 2012. The students received Idita-Read 

logs to help them keep track of the minutes they read, day by day. Every week we 

will check the logs and move each student's little "dog tag" along the model of the 

Iditarod Trail on our bulletin board in the hall. All those who reach Nome by March 

17, 2012 will see their dog tags placed in a bag. One lucky winner will receive a 

special prize--an official 2012 t-shirt from the Iditarod store!  Of course, all will 

be winners as they increase their reading skills and practice persistence! 

 




